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Copy of correspondence forwarded to:
Council – For Information
Joel, Director of Engineering & Public Works – For Information
Deb, Corporate Officer – For Council Agenda Item
 

From: Elena Bolster  
Sent: February-27-23 3:47 PM
To: ; Council <council@esquimalt.ca>;
council@saanich.ca
Cc: 
Subject: Implementation of Service Priorities for Transit Routes 24, 40 and 46
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Township of Esquimalt Network. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Good afternoon,
 
Attached please find a letter regarding a request to BC Transit regarding the implementation of
service priorities for transit routes 24, 40 and 46.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elena Bolster
Deputy Corporate Officer
Town of View Royal | 45 View Royal Avenue | Victoria, BC V9B 1A6
d: 250.940.5244 | p: 250.479.6800 | f: 250.727.9551
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February 23, 2023 
 
Esquimalt Nation   Songhees Nation   
Attn: Chief Thomas & Council  Attn: Chief Sam & Council 
1189 Kosapsum Crescent  1500 Admirals Road 
Victoria, BC    Victoria, BC 
V9A 7K7    V9A 2R1 
 
Township of Esquimalt   District of Saanich 
Attn: Mayor Desjardins & Council Attn: Mayor Murdock & Council 
1229 Esquimalt Road   770 Vernon Avenue 
Victoria, BC    Victoria, BC 
V9A 3P1    V8X 2W7 
 
Dear Chief Thomas & Council, Chief Sam & Council, Mayor Desjardins & Council and  
Mayor Murdock & Council: 
 
Re: Implementation of Service Priorities for Transit Routes 24, 40 and 46 
  
At the Council meeting held February 21, 2023, View Royal Council was in receipt of the attached notice 
of motion from Councillor Rogers requesting that BC Transit proceed in 2024 with the implementation of 
three proposals outlined in BC Transit’s 2021 Esquimalt-View Royal Local Area Transit Plan. The specific 
proposals for advancement include the short-term service priorities of Route 24 realignment (Admirals 
Walk/Cedar Hill) and Route 40 introduction (UVic to Dockyard via Admirals-McKenzie) as well as the 
medium-term priority of Route 46 expansion (Dockyard/Westhills).  
 
Routes 24 and 40 were described in the public engagement component of the Esquimalt-View Royal 
Local Area Transit Plan as “almost universal wins” for the communities. As well, the proposal to expand 
Route 46 received strong public support. These routes will address gaps in service and enhance the 
integrity of the transit network serving all of our communities.  
 
After some discussion, Council passed a resolution that will see the Town write to BC Transit requesting 
that they implement the above-described service priorities beginning in 2024. As well, View Royal Council 
wanted to ask the Esquimalt Nation, Songhees Nation, Township of Esquimalt and District of Saanich to 
be joint signatories on this letter to BC Transit given the importance of the transit service and these 
potential improvements to all our communities.  
 
Please advise if you would like to participate in this joint submission to BC Transit (please see attached) 
and who we may contact to provide the Town with an electronic signature and logo for use on the letter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Elena Bolster 
Deputy Corporate Officer 
 
 
cc: West Shore Representative, BC Transit Board 
 
Attachments 
 
 







 
TOWN OF VIEW ROYAL 


ITEM(S) TO BE ADDED TO AGENDA 
 
 


Meeting date:  _____________ - ___________________ - __________ 
 Year  Month  Day 
 
□ Council □ Committee of the Whole 
 
If you wish to have items included on the agenda, please fill out the form below and return to Elena Bolster by 12:00 noon on the 
Thursday preceding the meeting date.   
 
 
Date: _________________________________  
 
 
Name of Council Member:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Details of item to be added:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 


(provide additional information as an attachment if required) 
 


List any attachments: 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
When submitting your form, please provide attachments either by paper copy or digitally to Elena Bolster ebolster@viewroyal.ca .  
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BACKGROUND 


Page 29 of Active Transportation Plan: Baseline Conditions Report states... 


BC Transit  Esq u im a lt-Vie w  Ro ya l Lo ca l Are a  Transit  Plan  (2 0 2 1 ) 
This p lan b uild s up on the  25-ye ar vision for d e ve lop me nt of the  Victoria Re g ional Transit Syste m 
id e ntifie d  in the  2011 Transit Future  Plan.  It p rovid es sp ecific transit ne twork mod ifications, se rvice  
le ve l chang es and  infrastructure  imp rove me nts to  sup p ort the  d e ve lop me nt of the  transit ne twork 
within the  Township  of Esq uimalt, the  Song he e s Nation, the  Esq uimalt Nation, and  the  Town 
of Vie w Royal. https://www.bctransit.com › documents › 1529711822375 


While  the  p lan is focused  on transit re late d  imp rove me nts, it recog nize s the  imp ortant conne ction 
b e twee n transit and  active  transp ortation. The  p lan ind icate s that all active  transp ortation 
infrastructure  re commend ations ne ed  to  consid e r the  p ote ntial imp acts on transit se rvice  d e live ry. 
 


 


SHORT TERM SERVICE PRIORITIES:  #40, 24, 46 


Given these routes significantly address ridership needs and support economic 
development for View Royal, Esquimalt, Songhees Nation, Esquimalt Nation, and 
Saanich, we call upon Victoria Transit to implement these starting in 2024. 


 


The report descriptions / maps for the three routes.  
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The current 2021 transit network 
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February 23, 2023 
 
BC Transit  
520 Gorge Road East 
PO Box 9861 
VICTORIA     BC     V8W 9T5 
 
Attention: Erinn Pinkerton, President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
Dear Ms. Pinkerton 
 
Re:  Implementation of Service Priorities for Routes 24, 40 and 46 
 
We write to you today requesting the implementation of service priorities for Routes 24, 40 and 46 
beginning in 2024. 
 
These routes are detailed in BC Transit’s 2021 Esquimalt-View Royal Local Area Transit Plan as being 
short-term (Routes 24 and 40) and medium-term (Route 46) service priorities. Short-term service priorities 
were identified through public engagement as “almost universal wins” within the Plan areas and the 
medium-term service priority received strong support. While the Esquimalt-View Royal Local Area Transit 
Plan is focused on transit related improvements, it also recognizes the important connection between 
transit and active transportation. As noted in the Plan, these proposed routes address gaps in service and 
enhance the integrity of the transit network serving our communities.  
 
Along with significantly addressing ridership needs, these proposed routes support economic 
development for the Esquimalt Nation, Songhees Nation, Township of Esquimalt, District of Saanich and 
Town of View Royal.  
 
In closing, we again request that BC Transit implement the short-term service priorities for Routes 24 and 
40 and medium-term service priority for Route 46 beginning in 2024. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Chief Rob Thomas   Chief Ron Sam Mayor Sid Tobias  
Esquimalt Nation   Songhees Nation Town of View Royal  
 
 
 
 
Mayor Barb Desjardins   Mayor Dean Murdock 
Township of Esquimalt   District of Saanich  
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February 23, 2023 
 
Esquimalt Nation   Songhees Nation   
Attn: Chief Thomas & Council  Attn: Chief Sam & Council 
1189 Kosapsum Crescent  1500 Admirals Road 
Victoria, BC    Victoria, BC 
V9A 7K7    V9A 2R1 
 
Township of Esquimalt   District of Saanich 
Attn: Mayor Desjardins & Council Attn: Mayor Murdock & Council 
1229 Esquimalt Road   770 Vernon Avenue 
Victoria, BC    Victoria, BC 
V9A 3P1    V8X 2W7 
 
Dear Chief Thomas & Council, Chief Sam & Council, Mayor Desjardins & Council and  
Mayor Murdock & Council: 
 
Re: Implementation of Service Priorities for Transit Routes 24, 40 and 46 
  
At the Council meeting held February 21, 2023, View Royal Council was in receipt of the attached notice 
of motion from Councillor Rogers requesting that BC Transit proceed in 2024 with the implementation of 
three proposals outlined in BC Transit’s 2021 Esquimalt-View Royal Local Area Transit Plan. The specific 
proposals for advancement include the short-term service priorities of Route 24 realignment (Admirals 
Walk/Cedar Hill) and Route 40 introduction (UVic to Dockyard via Admirals-McKenzie) as well as the 
medium-term priority of Route 46 expansion (Dockyard/Westhills).  
 
Routes 24 and 40 were described in the public engagement component of the Esquimalt-View Royal 
Local Area Transit Plan as “almost universal wins” for the communities. As well, the proposal to expand 
Route 46 received strong public support. These routes will address gaps in service and enhance the 
integrity of the transit network serving all of our communities.  
 
After some discussion, Council passed a resolution that will see the Town write to BC Transit requesting 
that they implement the above-described service priorities beginning in 2024. As well, View Royal Council 
wanted to ask the Esquimalt Nation, Songhees Nation, Township of Esquimalt and District of Saanich to 
be joint signatories on this letter to BC Transit given the importance of the transit service and these 
potential improvements to all our communities.  
 
Please advise if you would like to participate in this joint submission to BC Transit (please see attached) 
and who we may contact to provide the Town with an electronic signature and logo for use on the letter.  
 
Sincerely,  

Elena Bolster 
Deputy Corporate Officer 
 
 
cc: West Shore Representative, BC Transit Board 
 
Attachments 
 
 



 
TOWN OF VIEW ROYAL 

ITEM(S) TO BE ADDED TO AGENDA 
 
 

Meeting date:  _____________ - ___________________ - __________ 
 Year  Month  Day 
 
□ Council □ Committee of the Whole 
 
If you wish to have items included on the agenda, please fill out the form below and return to Elena Bolster by 12:00 noon on the 
Thursday preceding the meeting date.   
 
 
Date: _________________________________  
 
 
Name of Council Member:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Details of item to be added:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(provide additional information as an attachment if required) 
 

List any attachments: 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
When submitting your form, please provide attachments either by paper copy or digitally to Elena Bolster ebolster@viewroyal.ca .  
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BACKGROUND 

Page 29 of Active Transportation Plan: Baseline Conditions Report states... 

BC Transit  Esq u im a lt-Vie w  Ro ya l Lo ca l Are a  Transit  Plan  (2 0 2 1 ) 
This p lan b uild s up on the  25-ye ar vision for d e ve lop me nt of the  Victoria Re g ional Transit Syste m 
id e ntifie d  in the  2011 Transit Future  Plan.  It p rovid es sp ecific transit ne twork mod ifications, se rvice  
le ve l chang es and  infrastructure  imp rove me nts to  sup p ort the  d e ve lop me nt of the  transit ne twork 
within the  Township  of Esq uimalt, the  Song he e s Nation, the  Esq uimalt Nation, and  the  Town 
of Vie w Royal. https://www.bctransit.com › documents › 1529711822375 

While  the  p lan is focused  on transit re late d  imp rove me nts, it recog nize s the  imp ortant conne ction 
b e twee n transit and  active  transp ortation. The  p lan ind icate s that all active  transp ortation 
infrastructure  re commend ations ne ed  to  consid e r the  p ote ntial imp acts on transit se rvice  d e live ry. 
 

 

SHORT TERM SERVICE PRIORITIES:  #40, 24, 46 

Given these routes significantly address ridership needs and support economic 
development for View Royal, Esquimalt, Songhees Nation, Esquimalt Nation, and 
Saanich, we call upon Victoria Transit to implement these starting in 2024. 

 

The report descriptions / maps for the three routes.  
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The current 2021 transit network 
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February 23, 2023 
 
BC Transit  
520 Gorge Road East 
PO Box 9861 
VICTORIA     BC     V8W 9T5 
 
Attention: Erinn Pinkerton, President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
Dear Ms. Pinkerton 
 
Re:  Implementation of Service Priorities for Routes 24, 40 and 46 
 
We write to you today requesting the implementation of service priorities for Routes 24, 40 and 46 
beginning in 2024. 
 
These routes are detailed in BC Transit’s 2021 Esquimalt-View Royal Local Area Transit Plan as being 
short-term (Routes 24 and 40) and medium-term (Route 46) service priorities. Short-term service priorities 
were identified through public engagement as “almost universal wins” within the Plan areas and the 
medium-term service priority received strong support. While the Esquimalt-View Royal Local Area Transit 
Plan is focused on transit related improvements, it also recognizes the important connection between 
transit and active transportation. As noted in the Plan, these proposed routes address gaps in service and 
enhance the integrity of the transit network serving our communities.  
 
Along with significantly addressing ridership needs, these proposed routes support economic 
development for the Esquimalt Nation, Songhees Nation, Township of Esquimalt, District of Saanich and 
Town of View Royal.  
 
In closing, we again request that BC Transit implement the short-term service priorities for Routes 24 and 
40 and medium-term service priority for Route 46 beginning in 2024. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Chief Rob Thomas   Chief Ron Sam Mayor Sid Tobias  
Esquimalt Nation   Songhees Nation Town of View Royal  
 
 
 
 
Mayor Barb Desjardins   Mayor Dean Murdock 
Township of Esquimalt   District of Saanich  
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