




From: John Hastings  
Date: March 1, 2021 at 4:42:09 PM PST 
To: Mayor and Council <mayorandcouncil@esquimalt.ca> 
Subject: Lampson st and esquimalt rd 

  
I’m writing this letter in hopes to encourage you mayor and the council to reevaluate the 
proposed development for the corner of Lampson and Esquimalt rd myself and many others 
that live in the immediate area of the proposed development or upset at the size and 
density  of the building I encourage you to look at scaling back the size so it doesn’t affect The 
surrounding residence . I have been here over 30 years and been opposed to both 
developments that have taken place on Ladson Street in the last 15 years now to find plans for 
another massive building is a heart wrenching there are a number of young families on 
Lampton Street and are concerned with another 90+ vehicles coming in and out intersection 
every day it’s scary I agree the development is needed for that corner but myself and 
numerous other residents living in the immediate area feel that the size of it is going to be too 
much . I hope counsel and our mayor take into the account the number of families currently 
living in this area that are going to be negatively impacted by this building. Just because the 
OCP says you can build a unit the size doesn’t mean we should 
 
Sincerely John Hastings 538 and 542 Lampton St. 
 

mailto:mayorandcouncil@esquimalt.ca


From: Jill Smith  
Date: March 1, 2021 at 6:42:29 PM PST 
To: Mayor and Council <mayorandcouncil@esquimalt.ca> 
Subject: Re: Lampson Corners rezoning request – support 

 
Dear Mayor and Councillors, 
 
We are in support of the proposed development on Lampson Street at Esquimalt Road. Also the rezoning 
request appears reasonable. This is just the sort of land use we‘d like to see on Esquimalt Road. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Kindly, 
Jill and Dexster Smith 
629 Lampson Street 
 

mailto:mayorandcouncil@esquimalt.ca
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Deborah Liske

Subject: FW: Letter to Council - The Vanderveers
Attachments: Letter to Council_The Vanderveers_Ref 1100_1004_1108 Esquimalt Road and 610_612 Lampson 

Street Rezoning Application .pdf

From: Mike Vanderveer <   
Sent: March‐22‐21 11:07 AM 
To: Corporate Services <Corporate.Services@esquimalt.ca> 
Cc: Megan Vanderveer   
Subject: Letter to Council ‐ The Vanderveers 

Good Day, 

Please see our attached letter to council ref the proposed re‐zoning application for 1100/1004/1108 Esquimalt Road 
and 610/612 Lampson Street.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.  

Thank you, 

Megan and Michael Vanderveer 
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Megan and Michael Vanderveer 

5-618 Lampson Street 

Esquimalt, BC  

V9A 6A1 

Madam Mayor and Council, 

We are writing this letter to you and your council to bring forward concerns our family has 

regarding the proposed re-zoning application for 1100/1004/1108 Esquimalt Road and 610/612 

Lampson Street.   

We have lived in Esquimalt since 2014, renting, and have made the decision to invest in 

Esquimalt with our 2018 purchase of our townhouse at 618 Lampson Street, The Saxon.  We 

were motivated to stay in Esquimalt due to the availability of green space and the small 

community feeling.  We acknowledge the a need to increase in density and developments in 

order to generate population growth and tax revenue in support of increased availability of 

amenities.  We are concerned that the proposed development will result in negative effects 

towards our investment in this community and the surrounding neighbourhood as well.  

The Esquimalt Official Community Plan (OCP) states the following objective: 

Support expansion of housing types within Esquimalt while addressing concerns such as tree 

protection, parking, traffic, noise, effects on neighbouring properties, and neighbourhood 

character. 

We do not believe that this development, as proposed, meets the OCP objective as a result of the 

effects on neighbouring properties, traffic and parking and the neighbourhood character.  

In 2018 Madam Mayor, you were quoted as stating the following: 

It will change, but we're going to have to work hard to keep what we've got going, which is a 

warm, small-town feel, friendly community,   

In order to ensure that work hard at keeping what we’ve got going we offer the following 

concerns:  

1) Effects on Neighbouring Properties:

Substantial Loss of Natural Sunlight: 

The Saxon units are south facings units with large floor to ceiling windows designed to 

maximize the use of natural light during all seasons.  You can see in the images that the winter 

shadow study illustrates a substantial, if not total, shadow on our development to the north and 

surrounding properties.  Such a massive shadow will result in year-round increased electric 

lighting and heating requirements. This will be exacerbated during the winter months and could 

increase our susceptibility to seasonal affective disorder.  With several young children, expecting 

parents and individuals that work from home, our access to natural light is something we are 

very concerned about.   



 

 

 

 

 

         
 

This image displays the large floor to ceiling windows that permit a substantial amount of natural 

light to enter our units subsequently reducing our electrical light and heat demands.  

 

Impacts to City Mandated Community Garden:  

 

Further to the concern of sunlight for individual units is the impact of the new build on our 

beautiful and highly utilized community garden.  This garden has become a staple within our 

small community bringing people together, educating children on healthy eating/food 

production, and encourages a more sustainable approach to urban living.  The garden receives a 

substantial amount of sunlight from the south permitting well flourished growth year-round. 

While the adjacent fence has a small impact to the sunlight received, the impact from the current 

houses and proposed development have/will have a much greater impact to the garden and its 

production while illustrating a lack of concern for sustainable urban living.   

 

We have attached several images below to highlight our garden.  Of note, we are fully engaged 

in the planning of the 2021 growing season and have receive a substantial amount of 

participation and enthusiasm from members our development. Furthermore, we have decided to 

utilize a portion of the garden beds as a kid’s corner furthering our encouragement of youth 

education. This garden is important to us.  

 



 

 

 
 

This garden has been such a delight to have and truly is a point of social connection and 

community for the Saxon. It will be a tragic result to see it so negatively impacted by such a 

large build when other density options, options like ours, exist.  

 

Privacy:  

 

As mentioned, we have massive floor to ceiling windows.  The windows on our third floor are 

for our master bedrooms and give viewing access to our main en-suite bathrooms.  The 

development as proposed would put approximately two stories looking into and down to our 

master bedrooms and bathrooms.  This has a dramatic impact to our privacy and will further 

increase the amount of time with our blinds closed resulting on increased demand on electrical 

light and heat which negates the intended effect of the large windows. 

 

2) Traffic: 

 

The next concern focuses on the inevitable increased traffic at the Lampson St/Esquimalt Road 

intersection.  We were extremely happy that there was a decision to see a traffic study for this 

development prior to the public hearing occurring.  This gives us faith that council similarly 

holds our concerns. We would like to have confirmation that the traffic study will consider the 

current reduced traffic due to surrounding businesses having an increased number of commuters/ 

employees working from home due to Covid-19.  Future builds (English Inn/Esquimalt Town 

Square Etc.) will also see an increase in traffic.  We are very much concerned seeing this turn 

into a downtown style intersection that is no longer conducive to walks with dogs and kids. We 

are a family development and do not want to see the walkability reduced by having that corner 

turn into an over capacity intersection.  

 

3) Parking: 

 

The proposed development will see a dramatic increase on parking demands.  While it is 

understood that Esquimalt is hopeful that more housing availability will reduce vehicle traffic 

and the associated parking demand, we are already seeing a tenuous parking situation in the 



 

 

vicinity of this proposed locations.  Street parking is regularly taken up on Lampson (both sides 

of Esquimalt Road) as well as Wordsley St.  Additionally, we often see nonresident guests 

utilizing our visitor parking due to a lacking availability of street side parking, a problem we 

anticipate will increase with density growth.  This area of concern has resulted in us considering 

the placement of “No Parking” signs and a towing contract.   

 

We do not believe we are seeing the vehicle reduction anticipated with development and many 

members of our development have multiple cars resulting in parking problems. This will only be 

exacerbated by the dramatic increase in parking demands associated this build with specific 

reference to the limited visitor spots.  

 

4) Does not match neighborhood character: 

 

The size of the development does not fit the surrounding builds. It is bordered north and south by 

townhouses, a house to the east and a small apartment complex to the west.  This building towers 

over anything surrounding it and will cause a dramatic reshaping of area.  This does not support 

the para 5.3 of the Official Community Plan which supports developments “that integrates with 

existing and proposed adjacent uses”.  Furthermore, introducing something of this scale has the 

serious potential to encourage larger buildings in the vicinity that would continue to wall in the 

surrounding developments that are much smaller.  Our concern is that each building will attempt 

to bigger than the last in order to gain access to the view. This development itself is designed 

with the second building being taller than the first structure for both buildings to have roof top 

ocean views. This competitive massing has the potential turn the beautiful views of High Rock 

Park into nothing but the back of buildings.   

 

 

 

 
 

These images clearly illustrate the massive disparity in building size compared to the 

surrounding buildings.  This building dwarfs anything surrounding it and clearly does not 

integrate well into the surrounding properties.  

 

Again, our family is not opposed to the development and density increase that Esquimalt is going 

through. We just ask that the proposed development be re-evaluated based on the points raised 

above.  We have invested a substantial amount into Esquimalt and in an area of town that has a 

small-town vibe and feeling.  The prospect of this building and the sheer disregard towards the 



 

 

integration into neighbouring properties leans us towards regretting our original decision of 

investing in Esquimalt. 

 

Please work with us to keep Esquimalt, as you suggested in 2018, “a warm, small-town feel, 

friendly community” and keep it somewhere we want to live. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

Megan and Michael Vanderveer 
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