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Anyone looking to volunteer in the 
community this holiday season may 
want to start planning early.

Lisa Mort-Putland, executive di-
rector of Volunteer Victoria, says the 
organization usually gets a call on 
Christmas Day from someone who 
wants to volunteer later that day and 
with no staff working that day, the call 
goes unanswered.

She says planning ahead is key when 
it comes to service work during the 
holidays. 

There are vetting processes in place 
that take time to keep in mind, and a 
number of Christmas specific services, 
such as Santas Anonymous, do most 
of their work starting in August and 
finishing up by the end of November.

For those wanting to go visit senior 
centres or care homes, Mort-Putland 

stresses the importance of  calling 
ahead to make sure they can receive 
you in the facility.

She recommends getting involved 
with local community centres that 
serve some kind of holiday meal, as 
well as dropping off food or clothing 
— specifically socks, underwear and 
rain gear — at local shelters.

Grant McKenzie, with Our Place, 
says the shelter goes through approx-
imately 100 pairs of socks each day 
and with wet weather expected that 
number is bound to go up. Other items 
Our Place looks for during the holi-
day season include men’s clothing and 
shoes, blankets, travel-size toiletries 
and feminine hygiene products.

McKenzie says that while a number 
of volunteer opportunities for serving 
family members meals fill up quickly 
thanks to local politicians and media 
personalities, there are still days that 
need to be filled such as Christmas 
and Boxing Day.

“When people come into the building 
… and they’re interacting with the fam-
ily members, one-on-one, it completely 
changes people’s perceptions,” he says. 

“Now they see the family members 
as real human beings, as their neigh-
bours who just happen to be living on 

the streets or in low income housing.”
Our Place is a adult only building, 

so it’s harder for families with young 
children to volunteer there but some 
exceptions are made for people under 
the age of 19 if  they’re supervised by 
an adult.

 McKenzie says it’s best to use the 
‘Volunteer’ tab on the Our Place web-
site to find current opportunities.

Mort-Putland recommends Soap for 
Hope for those looking for a family 
friendly volunteering experience. Soap 
for Hope takes unused hygiene prod-
ucts from hotels, cleans and repackages 
them and then provides the toiletries 
to hundreds of locations across Van-
couver Island. 

“It’s a lovely story, it’s a safe place 
for kids to be involved and it’s very 
hands on so there’s a sense of purpose,” 
she says.

For those looking for smaller ways 
to give back to their communities this 
year, Mort-Putland recommends doing 
small things as a family that make a 
difference, such as visiting a neighbour 
who doesn’t have a lot of family near 
by, picking up litter, putting together a 
care package and delivering it, or call 
Volunteer Victoria at 250-386-2269 
for a little more direction.
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How to give back this holiday season

Kendra Crighton
News Staff

Volunteer Victoria offers 
tips for meaningful 
volunteering experiences

CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF ESQUIMALT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TAKE NOTICE THAT A PUBLIC HEARING will be held on Monday, December 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers, Esquimalt Municipal Hall, 1229 Esquimalt Road, Esquimalt, BC, to allow
the public to make representations to the Municipal Council respecting matters contained in the
following amending bylaws:

Official Community Plan Bylaw, 2018, No. 2922, Amendment Bylaw No. 2967 which provides
for a change in the Development Permit Area from Development Permit Area No. 3 – Enhanced
Design Control Residential to Development Permit Area No. 6 – Multi-Family Residential.

Zoning Bylaw, 1992, No. 2050, Amendment Bylaw No. 2968which provides for a change in the
zoning designation of 681 and 685 Admirals Road [legal description below], shown hatched on
the map below from RD-3 [Two Family/Single Family Residential] to CD No. 123 [Comprehensive
Development District No. 123].

The general purpose of this change in Official Community Plan and zoning is to allow a 6-storey
building consisting of 48 residential units.

Site Location:

Legal Description: PID 007-801-963 Lot 25 Block 4 Suburban Lot 50 Esquimalt District Plan 1153
PID 007-801-980 Lot 26 Block 4 Suburban Lot 50 Esquimalt District Plan 1153
[681 Admirals Road]
PID 007-802-013 Lot B (DDG17083), Suburban Lot 50, Esquimalt District, Plan 1153
[685 Admirals Road]

AND FURTHERMORE TAKE NOTICE that copies of the proposed bylaws and relevant background
documents may be inspected at the offices of Development Services, Municipal Hall, 1229 Esquimalt
Road, Esquimalt, B.C., anytime between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. from November 19, 2019
until December 2, 2019, inclusive [excluding Saturdays, Sundays and Statutory Holidays].

RACHEL DUMAS
CORPORATE OFFICER

The City of Victoria is currently accepting
applications for one appointee to the Board
of Cemetery Trustees of Greater Victoria for
a three-year term.

The board is responsible for oversight of
the development, operation and long-term
maintenance of Royal Oak Burial Park.

Applications are due by
December 13, 2019.

Visit victoria.ca/committees
to apply or come into City Hall,
to fill out an application.

legislativeservices@victoria.ca
250.361.0571

Now Recruiting –
Board of CemeteryTrustees
of Greater Victoria

CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF ESQUIMALT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TAKE NOTICE THAT A PUBLIC HEARING will be held on Monday, December 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers, Esquimalt Municipal Hall, 1229 Esquimalt Road, Esquimalt, BC, to allow
the public to make representations to the Municipal Council respecting matters contained in the
following amending bylaw:

Zoning Bylaw, 1992, No. 2050, Amendment Bylaw No. 2975 which provides for a change in
the zoning designation of 937 Colville Road [legal description below], shown hatched on the map
below from Single Family Residential [RS-1] to Comprehensive Development District No. 126
[CD No. 126].

The general purpose of this change in zoning is to allow six new strata townhouse residences, to be
constructed in one building on the subject property. The comprehensive development zone is written
with specific permitted uses, density, setbacks, height, lot coverage and parking regulations for this
proposal.

Site Location:

Legal Description: Lot 4, Block 1, Section 10, Esquimalt District, Plan 6277 [PID 003-679-144]
[937 Colville Road]

AND FURTHERMORE TAKE NOTICE that copies of the proposed bylaw and relevant background
documents may be inspected at the offices of Development Services, Municipal Hall, 1229 Esquimalt
Road, Esquimalt, B.C., anytime between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. from November 19,
2019 until December 2, 2019, inclusive [excluding Saturdays, Sundays and Statutory Holidays].

RACHEL DUMAS
CORPORATE OFFICER






