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Karen Hay

From: Development Services
Sent: March-01-19 4:24 PM
To: Karen Hay
Subject: FW: 937 Colville Letter

Please put in the file for attachment to future staff reports 
 

 
Development Services 
General Delivery Email 
 
From: Jordan Bell   
Sent: February-28-19 2:01 PM 
To: Development Services 
Subject: 937 Colville Letter 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
I own a house at 932 Shirley Road, purchasing it in 2016 after an extensive search for a home in the City. My 
partner and I spent nearly a year looking for a home, largely as a result of the acute shortage of homes in the 
core communities of the CRD.  
 
We value a lifestyle that allows for us to remain in the core of the region, close to the amenities of downtown 
and with a shorter commute to our workplaces. We have no desire to be entirely reliant upon our car, preferring 
to walk or bike to the pubs, coffee shops and parks that Esquimalt has to offer.  
 
This is why I am fully supportive of the six-unit townhouse Lapis Homes is proposing for 937 Colville. We 
need more homes in this city, and the developer and architect has done a nice job with this design, matching 
characteristics of other houses in the neighbourhood.  
 
The alternative to infill development and allowing for density in existing neighbourhoods near the city core is 
suburban sprawl, which is not sustainable for the region and will not address the challenge of housing 
affordability. 
   
I'm also a cyclist, and with the E&N trail and a number of bike lanes, Esquimalt is one of the most cycling 
accessible communities in the CRD. I appreciate that the developer is looking for people who will use these 
cycling amenities by adding a secure bicycle storage area by providing car share memberships to people living 
here.  
 
We need more of these types of homes in the community and I look forward to seeing these homes being built 
in Esquimalt, bringing more residents to the core of our region.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Jordan Bell 
932 Shirley Road, Esquimalt 



From: Development Services
To: Karen Hay
Subject: FW: Letter of support for 937 Colville
Date: February-25-19 3:09:24 PM

FYI,
 
Please put on file including a copy in Tempest.
 
Thanks.
 
Bill
 

Development Services
General Delivery Email

From: Susan Low  
Sent: February-22-19 4:33 PM
To: Development Services
Cc: Ryan Jabs
Subject: Letter of support for 937 Colville

Dear Mayor Desjardins and Councillors Armour, Brame, Helliwell, Hundleby, Morrison and
Vermeulen,

While I realize this proposal will not be coming to you for a few months yet, I want to write
now before this project slips through my mind again and I forget to reach out to you. I trust
Development Services will keep this on file for when the project comes up for first reading.

As you know, finding affordable housing anywhere in the Capital Region is a challenge these
days. I have been hunting for nearly six months for a two-bedroom or three-bedroom condo in
Esquimalt that is a reasonably pleasant home for my 11 year-old son and I, on a single
employment income, with a healthy down payment. As it turns out, I have had to purchase
outside of Esquimalt, in Saanich, because of the difficulty of finding real estate that is both
affordable and represents a good investment. I don't want to live in a micro-suite or a place
with aging structure and maintenance problems, but I can't afford a brand-new fancy place in
one of the big projects currently under construction in Esquimalt either.

The townhouses that are being proposed for 937 Colville are exactly what Esquimalt needs to
be encouraging. The unit sizes are modest but not unlivable, and the pricing of the units
actually is within reach. The garden-level suites work for a single person or single parent +
child, and the upper four units work for a couple + child, or a single parent + child with a
slightly higher income. The location is terrific, close to Rockheights Middle School and
Esquimalt High School, on the E&N bike route to downtown or the Westshore, and close to
bus lines that go practically anywhere in town within 15 minutes.

I know that the minimal parking allowed on the site may be causing some of you concern, so I
want to provide my perspective. I use the bus to get to and from work, and my child walks to
and from school. I have an aging car that costs me a couple thousand to keep on the road every



year, that I use once or twice a month to visit family, and I would love to give it up in favour
of a car share, if I lived close enough to a Modo location to make it feasible. I personally know
of four other families like mine who have chosen to be car-free, or who are ready to go car-
free as soon as a car-share spot is within walking distance in Esquimalt. We are all wanting to
be homeowners, not renters, and would happily trade in our cars and parking spots for the
extra cash flow. (And for what it's worth, none of us have time to maintain landscaping so we
won't miss having a yard to mow either). From the location of this site, you can quickly get to
three grocery stores on the bus (Country Grocer, Fairway or Save-On at Westside Village) for
semi-weekly shopping, and use the Modo for those bigger shopping trips.

I understand that the Design Review Committee has some concerns with the height of this
building, but I have seen the plans for it and I can't fathom why this raises objections. There
are apartment buildings up and down Lampson Street and this building will have a roofline
that mimics many of the other structures in the area. I think it's an attractive, modern response
to the classic Craftsman tradition of architecture. It's attractive and gives six families a home.
We can't all live in single-family houses, nor can we get the density we need without
acknowledging that we need slightly larger buildings.

I do hope that you will approve this development, because it meets the goal of a much-needed
"middle of the market" housing.

Thanks for all that you do to serve our community!

Susan Low




