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Zero Carbon Step 

Code: An Introduction



Fossil fuels in buildings drive climate change
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propane burned in buildings. 



Top residential carbon pollution sources

Fossil fuel space and water heating equipment

contributes the majority of household carbon pollution.
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Zero-carbon electric equipment

Electric heat pump Induction stoveElectric water heater



Zero carbon energy systems - MURBs

Courtesy Innovation Building Group



Origin of the new Zero Carbon regulation

“By 2030, all new buildings will 

be zero carbon, and all new 

space and water heating 

equipment will meet the highest 

standards for efficiency.”

– CleanBC Roadmap to 2030



Many types of buildings can be regulated under the Zero Carbon Step Code 

Homes and smaller 

residential buildings

Part 9:
Smaller + simpler 

buildings, specifically…

Part 3: 
Larger and more complex buildings, including… 

Offices Condos + apartments Financial

institutions

Retail +

grocery stores



Fossil fuel water heating 

and cooking allowed. Space 

heating must be zero carbon.

Fossil fuel cooking allowed. 

Space and water heating 

systems must be zero carbon. 

Industry compliance: Homebuilders and the prescriptive approach

No fossil fuels allowed. 

Space and water heating and 

cooking must be zero carbon.
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Industry compliance: Developers and the performance approach
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Jane Devonshire SI-CAN Chair 

janedev.lee@gmail.com

Thank you!
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