
Proposal for the 
New West Bay
INTERPRETIVE PLATFORM & 
POLLINATOR PARK

Presentation to: 

Esquimalt’s Environment, Parks & 

Recreation Advisory Committee



● Esquimalt/West Bay 
experiencing high 
development, growth & 
increasing density.

Rationale:



● Much of increased growth is apartment and 

condo living.

● Growing need for new parks and green 

spaces.

● Challenge for Township to meet growing 

need. 

● Imagine if we could meet need with no 

additional land purchase cost.

● We believe our proposal will help the 

Township meet that need. 

Rationale:



West Bay Residents Association +

Habitat Acquisition Trust 

propose Township establish an

INTERPRETIVE PLATFORM AND 

POLLINATOR PARK (IPPP)

at the south end of Garret Place, off Dunsmuir 

Road, overlooking the MCA.

IPPP Proposal: 



IPPP Proposal: 
Introduce residents/visitors to history 
and ecology of MCA

● Matson Conservation Area 

(MCA) is a 2.4-acre protected 

urban conservation site 

situated along West Bay’s 

shoreline.

● Last remaining Garry Oak 

woodland/meadow on the 

inner harbour.

Photo by Eva Wainwright



● MCA has a fragile 
ecosystem.

● Foot traffic throughout the 
MCA is strongly discouraged.

● Rich history - indigenous 
roots, community 
conservation and land 
donation, current day 
restoration and management.

IPPP Proposal:
Protect fragile ecosystem 



● IPPP will enhance public education, foster 
ecological awareness and provide 
residents/visitors with an alternative park 
area to sit, learn and enjoy nature.

● All while deterring foot traffic on the MCA 
itself.

● The boulevard land where the IPPP will be 
situated is owned by the Township.

IPP Proposal: 



IPPP Original Concept Drawing



● Scaled back version of original

● Reclaimed footage of lower roadway to 
add to park space

● Interpretive signage, seating areas and 
raised garden areas

● Sorting and storage area for MCA mgt 
work

● Small gate to MCA forest area

● Pollinator plantings that are indigenous to 
the area

● Wheel chair assessible 

IPPP 
Current Concept Drawing



Concept and location: 

● Community green space not being utilized

● Positioned to enhance connectivity within 

local ecological corridors

● Offers a more natural infrastructure 

solution that minimizes infrastructure costs

● Offers a high elevation seating and 

learning area that connects visitors to 

nature

● Community oasis that captures foot traffic 

from surrounding neighbourhood and West 

Bay Walkway 



• Esquimalt Staff 

⮚ Parks, Engineering

• MCA Management 

Advisory Group

• Community

⮚ All adjacent 

condo/rental towers

⮚ WB Community at 

large

Consultations and Feedback



• Engineering dept -

emergency turnaround & 

apartment garbage bin 

considerations

• A few parking concerns from 

adjacent building

• Huge majority fully 

supportive of IPPP concept

Feedback



IPPP Proposal: Historical and ecological panels



IPPP Proposal: 
Raised planters for pollinator park with native plants



IPPP Proposal: 
Accessible green space in which to relax, foster learning, and appreciate nature



● Provides much needed green 

space for community

● Protects fragile MCA 

ecosystems

● Provides an area to learn, 

rest and enjoy nature

● Owned by the municipality

IPPP Proposal: 
Summary of Benefits









● Asking for Esquimalt’s EP&R 

Advisory Committee support and 

recommendation to present to 

council

● Continuing consultations and 

improving our presentation over 

next month

● Presentation to Council in June

Next Steps



Thank you!


